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As I write this, 2019 is almost gone and 2020 is nearly here.  While this 

season is busy for us individually, it will be quiet for the Chapter for a few 

weeks. 

The annual meeting was small, but we had a good time.  We are going to 

look for a new venue for next year’s annual meeting that will be less 

expensive.  Please send us any ideas you have for locations and what would 

be a good program. Maybe a fashion show of our latest creations.  

Something that would get everyone there personally involved in the program 

rather than just attendees. 

The Rusty Barn is January 30 & 31, and February 1, 2020.  The signup sheet 

for volunteers at the booth was sent through Groupworks.  Please respond 

directly to Judy Barrette with the time and date you can help.  Volunteers get 

in free if you go to the information desk and get a vendor badge before 

checking in at our booth. 

National ASG is emphasizing recruiting new members this year.  So please 

circulate around the Rusty Barn and pass out our brochure, bookmark and 

NG handout. We have 250 of each to use. I am amazed at the number of 

people that I meet who say they have sewn for years and have never heard 

of ASG. I urge every member to have a few brochures on hand to give to 

sewers that you meet. When you are in a store and see someone buying 

fabric, ask them if they know about ASG and give them a brochure.  

BETTER YET, invite them to your NG meeting. 

Did you ever want to take some classes in sewing, fashion and design?  

Then, save January 10th.  There will be a meeting at Phoenix College (it’s 

near the fairgrounds).  The clothing and design faculty will be presenting 

information about the programs and classes offered in the Maricopa County 

Community College system throughout the valley.  If you are 65 or older, 

tuition to take a course for credit or audit is only $42.50 per credit.  Starting in 

January, I am taking a class on Tailoring at the Mesa Campus. I have always 

wanted to expand my sewing skills and make a sport coat for myself.  If you 

would like to see the offering around the county check out this website: 

classes.sis.maricopa.edu. 

Wishing all of us a great sewing year in 2020.  Jim  

 

    

 

James Culley                                                                                                            
Phoenix Chapter ASG  

 

http://www.phoenixasg.org
http://www.classes.sis.maricopa.edu
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Sew Far Sew Good 

NEW GARMENT-SEWING GROUP 

“Advancing Sewing as an Art and Life skill” 

A new Neighborhood Group with a focus on garment sewing has 
emerged in the Phoenix area!  Participants from north, south, east 
and west sides of the valley have been meeting monthly since 
October.  Finding a permanent location has been difficult, with the 
group initially meeting in a Hobby Lobby and currently in a 35th 
Ave Sew and Vac.  Members have talked about having two groups, 
to cut down the drive time for those who have to drive across the 
valley to get to the meetings.  As interest increases, we hope to 
form Garment Neighborhood Groups in both the east and west 
valley! 

On December 13th, the group met at 35th Ave Chandler store, and 
we began our first project—drafting our own slopers.  Everyone 
was able to take home a completed back bodice pattern.   

Our next meeting will be January 6th, again at 35th Ave Chandler 
at 10 am.  Please bring drafting tools, (French curve, L-ruler, 
pencils, erasers and paper).  The back of gift wrap works well, 
because of its wide width.  We will be working on the front 
bodice.  

FASHION STUDIES Overview at Phoenix College JAN 10th 

ASG members are invited to meet at the Phoenix College on 
January 10th from 1:00 to 3:00 pm.   

Char Brandom, Fashion Design Program Director, will present an 
overview of classes offered in the textile groups at the Maricopa 
Community Colleges.   Read the article written by Char on pages 8-
9 of this issue of our newsletter. 

Fees are being waived for this event, so you must sign up on the 
Groupworks page.  The meeting is limited to the first 40 people 
who register.   

Learn what classes are out there, what discounts you are entitled 
to and how to use your own experience to waive prerequisites.   

The Phoenix College Address is 1202 W. Thomas Rd, Room DB-331, 
Phoenix AZ 85013.  There is free parking as well. 

 

Do you have an ASG Name Badge? 

 

 

 

Chapter name badge is white with blue 
lettering.  The price is $10.50  which 
includes shipping.   

Provide your name (as it is to be printed 
on the badge):_____________________ 

Your mailing address (where you want 
name badge sent) 

Name: ____________________________ 

Street Address: _____________________ 

City/State/Zip: ______________________ 

Mail completed form with your check for 
$10.50 (payable to Phoenix ASG Chapter) 
to:          

Phoenix ASG Chapter  
Attn: Donna Riley  
P.O. Box 1024  
Scottsdale, AZ  85252  
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Phoenix ASG Chapter Board 2019 
 
President                      
James Culley..…….…………...jcphxasg@gmail.com 
Vice- President     
Rita Erickson……..…….…….ritaphxasg@gmail.com 
Secretary    
Linda Freeman.……………..…lkfree01@cox.net  
Treasurer                                                        
Donna Riley……….treasurer.phoenixasg@gmail.com 
Membership 
Lise Moskop . . . .lisem1989@gmail.com 
Education Chair 
Ramona Baird………….……..  asgramona@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor                  
Mary Erickson ..newslettereditor.phxasg@gmail.com 
Webmaster    
 Donna Riley   
www.Webmaster...Treasurer.phoenixasg@gmail.com  
NG Coordinator     
Judy Sharp………..……………...imnrnru@gmail.com 
                                                                                             
Phoenix Chapter - American Sewing Guild                   
P.O. Box 1024                                                           

 

IMPORTANT 

Managing your ASG Membership            

Information 

ASG National website, www.ASG.ORG,      

Members Only area login has a temporary   

password until further notice.  

You will receive this temporary username and 

password from National when you are       

confirmed as a member.  For renewing   

members, the username and password are 

on the back of your membership card. 

The American Sewing Guild is a non-profit 

organization of home sewists.  Our purpose is 

to provide information, education and        

programs for our members and the           

community. 

Membership in the Guild is open to the     

public. 

Membership in the American Sewing Guild is 

$50 for new members, $45 for renewing 

members. 

Changes of address Don’t miss an issue! 

If we do not have your current mailing and 

email address, you WILL  NOT receive ASG 

information or newsletters. 

Chapter Affiliation  If you wish to change 

your Chapter  Affiliation to one other than the   

original one you joined, you must notify ASG 

HQ about the change. 

Changes to chapter affiliation, and adding an 

Email for the first time, must still be done by    

National ASG. 

American Sewing Guild 

9660 Hillcroft Suite 510 Houston TX 77096 

Phone: 713.729.3000    Fax:  713.721.9230 

Website: www.asg.org 

Membership Renewal Reminder 

It's that time! Your ASG membership is coming up 

for renewal and a renewal notice has been mailed to 

the address on your ASG membership record.  There 

are three ways to renew: 

Online: Login to the Member's Only area with 
your email address and password, then click on 
the pink "Account Information" button and 
choose the Renew Membership tab. 
Having trouble? Check out the New Website 

FAQ's for more information 
  

Mail a check along with the white renewal 
notice in the envelope provided. Ensure that 
“Phoenix Chapter” is printed on the Chapter 
Line.  To sign up for the Auto Renewal 
program, use the blue form but please read it 
carefully first! 
  

Call us: Call (713) 729-3000 ext 2 and have 
your credit card handy. 

National ASG nor Phoenix Chapter use Email for anything other than communication of our organization’s business. 
ASG Sensitivity Statement: To Foster the spirit of community within ASG and between ASG and the community at large, we will     
demonstrate respect and sensitivity toward one another through word and deed.  In any way representing ASG or participating in an ASG 
activity, we will not promote or endorse divisiveness regarding any of the above or any other area that may fall into the category of     
sensitive subject matter.   

mailto:jcphxasg.org?subject=Jim%20Culley,%20President%20Phoenix%20Chapter%20ASG
mailto:ritaphxasg@gmail.com?subject=Rita%20Erickson,%20Co-President%20Phoenix%20Chapter%20ASG
mailto:lkfree01@cox.net?subject=Linda%20Freeman,%20Secretary%20Phoenix%20Chapter%20ASG
mailto:treasurer.phoenixasg@gmail.com?subject=Donna%20Riley,%20Phoenix%20ASG%20Treasurer
mailto:lisem1989@gmail.com?subject=Phoenix%20Chapter%20ASG%20Membership
mailto:asgramona@gmail.com?subject=Ramona%20Baird,%20Phoenix%20Chapter%20ASG%20Membership%20Chair
mailto:newslettereditor.phxasg@gmail.com?subject=Mary%20Erickson,%20Phoenix%20Chapter%20ASG%20Newsletter%20Editor
mailto:www.Webmaster...Treasurer.phoenixasg@gmail.com?subject=Phoenix%20ASG%20Webmaster
mailto:imnrnru@gmail.com?subject=Judy%20Sharp,%20NG%20Coordinator
http://www.asg.org
http://www.asg.org/
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Neighborhood Group Meetings  

All Neighborhood Groups are open to any member and guests.  

Members are encouraged to attend any or all Neighborhood Groups.  

Guest may attend two (2) consecutive meetings before joining the Guild. 

This information is also posted to the PhoenixASG.ORG website under                                                          

“Neighborhood Groups” page 1 or page 2 in the drop down menu.  

Group - Place - Day - Time      Leader (s)                   Date                     Agenda 

1. Chandler – C   

 

35th Ave Sew & Vac 

4939 W. Ray Rd., #27 

Chandler, AZ 85226 

Lise Moskop 

lisem1989@gmail.com 

602.679.3265 

 

 

  

 

Jan 14  Embellish aprons for Sunset Library 

(theme: doctors office)  

Feb 11  Shirt Embellishments 

Mar 10  Embellish aprons for Sunset Library 

(theme: farmers market) and or UFO’s   

2. East Mesa – EM   
 

 

Family of Faith Bible Church 

609 S. Grand Drive,  

Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

Judy Sharp 

480.461.3699 

imnrnru@gmail.com 

 

Rita Erickson 

480.215.7860 

rperickson2001@yahoo.com 
1st Tuesday 9:30am           

Jan 7  Piece Keeper, Presented by Lyn Verdery 

 

Feb 4   Dress/Blouse, Presented by Judy Sharp 

 

Mar 3  Makeup Bag Presented by Mary Hester 

  

3. Mesa Saturday - MS 

 

Hobby Lobby  

1835 S. Greenfield Rd. 

Mesa, AZ 85206 

Arlene Hafermann 

480.985.4650 

fluffy55372@yahoo.com 

 

2nd Saturday    10:00am   

Jan 11  Towel Holder, using hot pads and towels 

from Dollar Store, Presented by Jean Guenther 

Feb 8  Grocery Tote, using Nancy Zieman’s pattern, 

Presented by Arlene Hafermann  

Mar 14   Easy Market Bag, Presented by Jean 

Guenther 

2nd Tuesday    1:30pm 

Jan 27     Puzzle Shirt  

Feb 24    Fabric Testing  

Mar 23    TBD    

 

4. Northwest Valley– NWV   

Jacqueline Curtis’s Home 

17815 N 131st  Ave 

Sun City, AZ 85375 

Jacqueline Curtis 

623.640.7656 

sewingfan85375@gmail.com 

4th Monday    10:00am 

http://www.phoenixasg.org/neighborhood-groups/neighborhood-groups-1
mailto:lisem1989@gmail.com?subject=ASG%20Chandler%20Neighborhood%20Group
mailto:imnrnru@gmail.com
mailto:rperickson2001@yahoo.com
mailto:fluffy55372@yahoo.com
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5. Northwest Phoenix - NWP  This group is not 

currently meeting. 

Neighborhood Group Meetings Continued… 

All Neighborhood Groups are open to any member and guests.  

Members are encouraged to attend any or all Neighborhood Groups.  

Guest may attend two (2) consecutive meetings before joining the Guild.  

This information is also posted to the PhoenixASG.ORG website under  

“Neighborhood Groups”. page 1 or page 2 in the drop down menu. 

Group - Place - Day - Time               Leader (s)                Date                  Agenda 

Please contact Judy Sharp at ngc@phoenixasg.org  if 

you are interested in re-energizing a group in this area. 

6. Pedal Pushers- PP 
 
Christ Presbyterian Church 
925 N. Sarival 
Goodyear, AZ  85338 

Every Wednesday 

9:00am-3:30pm   

Faith Kalback 
623.536.1152 
kalback2@cox.net  

 

Hope Adams 
623.972.7715 
johoadams@q.com 

3rd Tuesday     

10 am—3 pm 

7. Paradise Valley / Phx-PV  

Meeting Place—Kay’s Home 
Cave Creek  
Please Call 480-471-8493               
for directions 

Kay Newberg 
480.471.8493 
kankan01@cox.net  

Jan 21  Measure & Make Judy Kessinger t-shirt 

base pattern 

Feb 18  Tunic 

Mar 17  Make a Judy Kessinger t-shirt 

 

8. Scottsdale   - S  

  

 This Neighborhood 

Group is currently 

looking for a leader and 

new location to meet. 

If you are interested in becoming a neighborhood 

group leader or providing a space for monthly ASG 

Neighborhood meetings in the Scottsdale area, please 

contact:   Judy Sharp at ngc@phoenixasg.org 

Jan 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 2020 

Sewing Project: Cross Body Bag taught by May 

Newberg 

Feb 5, 12, 19, 26, 2020  

Sewing Project: Tupelo Tag Alongs taught by Hope 

Adams and Faith Kalback 

Mar 4, 11, 18, 25, 2020  

Sewing Project:  Placemats Inside Out taught by 

Janet Grant 

 

9. Garment Sewing   

35th Ave Sew & Vac 
Ray & Rural Rd. 
Chandler, AZ 
 
Meeting Time:  10:00 am  

New Neighborhood 

Group with a focus on 

Garment Sewing!  

Dec. 13  Drafting a Sloper Back Bodice 

Jan. 6   Drafting a Sloper Front Bodice Please 

bring French curve, L-ruler, pencils, erasers, and 

paper (gift wrap works well) 

Jan 10, 1:00-3:00 pm  Learn about the Fashion 

Design Program at Phoenix College, 1202 W. 

Thomas Rd., Rm. DB-331, Phoenix, AZ 85013.  

Sign up on Groupworks. 

http://www.phoenixasg.org/neighborhood-groups/neighborhood-groups-2
mailto:ngc@phoenixasg.org?subject=Neighborhood%20group%20leader
mailto:kalback2@cox.net
mailto:johoadams@q.com
mailto:kankan01@cox.net
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 President:  James Culley 

Secretary: Linda Freeman 

Treasurer: Donna Riley 

Chapter Advisory Board 
Appointed Positions 

Phoenix Arizona Chapter  

Serving the Valley of the Sun 

Phoenix Metropolitan Area 

Website: www.phoenixasg.org 

Chapter Advisory Board  
Elected Positions 

Vice President: Rita Erickson 

Membership: Lise Moskop 

Newsletter Editor: Mary Erickson 

Webmaster: Open 

Education Chair: Ramona Baird 

Retail Liaison—Open 

Neighborhood Group Liaison: 

Judy Sharp 

Rusty Barn Chair– Judy Barrett 

Programs/Events Chair—Open 

The following poem was read at the 2019 Arizona Make it with 

Wool Contest. Although the author is unknown, her words share 

the love and care that is put into each stitch.  

Creating something for others results in a double blessing—first 

for the person stitching a new creation and the second blessing 

for the person receiving the product of loving labor!  Listen to the 

words of the seamstress: 

She weaves her heart into the garments she seams.   

From hand-picking fabrics, like flowers in bloom to 

selecting the choicest threads fit for her loom. 

Sorting through buttons that suit her delight, 

complementing color scheme and function just right. 

After basting the “frock”, she primes her machine in the 

quiet hours when her attention is keen.   

While dreamers dream, our seamstress seams; wrapping us 

in prayer like spools in her ream. 

Prayers for a blushing bride in the gown she adorns;  

Prayers for a pregnant mother, expecting a baby to be born; 

Prayers for great granddaughters who whirl in their 

dresses; 

Prayers for the sons and grandsons that she blesses. 

A tapestry of love in borders and hems, 

Each garment you’ve sewn, your touch has blessed them. 

While loved ones may mourn or fear your transition, 

We wear your loving legacy, and this was your mission; 

To share something dear for all in your care  

And blessing our lives by just being here. 

So, to the seamstress: 

God has certainly blessed your living! 

Thank you for modeling a faithful life of giving! 

(Thanks for sharing, Judy Sharp) 

THE SEAMSTRESS 

 

http://www.phoenixasg.org
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Recap of Phoenix Chapter Annual Meeting and Elections 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preshrinking— 

1. Always preshrink your fabric before sewing if you are planning to wash garment later.  
For delicate fabrics, soak fabric in a basin of warm water, then hang it up to dry.  For 
other fabrics, simply treat them the way you would a finished garment in the washer or 
dryer.  While you are at it, preshrink anything else that will go into the garment—
cording, zippers, trim, interfacing and elastic.  Put these in a mesh bag.  To preshrink 
twill tape or trim on a card, simply bend the card and submerge card and trim in hot 
water.   Let air dry.  The bent card allows for shrinkage. 

2. On seams which refuse to lie flat in pressing, spray a mixture of 1 tablespoon of white 
vinegar and one cup of cold water from a spray bottle into the seam joint on the wrong 
side of the fabric.  If the seam still refuses to lie flat, you may have to topstitch it. 

Sewing Tips  From Sandra Betzina 

Phoenix Chapter ASG members gathered at the Phoenix Art 

Museum for the Chapter’s Annual Meeting on Wednesday, 

December 3, 2019.   

Thanks to the industrious work of several CAB members, all 

who attended received a hand-crafted Phoenix Chapter Cross 

Body Bag filled with sewing goodies!  If you missed the 

meeting and would like to have one of these fine bags, visit our 

website at www.phoenixasg.org to purchase one for yourself.  

Your purchase will support future local ASG programs and 

activities.  

The 2020 election results include Jim Culley, President, Linda 

Freeman, Secretary, and Donna Riley, Treasurer. Thank you 

to all CAB volunteers for your time and energy to keep the 

Phoenix Chapter a thriving place for sewing enthusiasts! 

Pictured on the right are Lise Moskop, Membership Chair, and 

Donna Riley, Treasurer, who greeted members as they arrived 

for the meeting. 

The meeting concluded with a silent auction and drawing for 

two sewing-related baskets provided by neighborhood groups 

with proceeds supporting future ASG activities. 

Following the meeting, members were able to view exhibits at 

the museum, including a Fine Art of Fashion Illustration Exhibit. 
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The Sport of Fashionable Sewing 
By Char Brandom; Program Director for Fashion Design, Phoenix College  

How things change over time! Sewing has always been a fundamental part of fashion, but its importance and 
existence has varied. It has been influenced by lifestyles, the economy, and trends in everything from sports to 
social gatherings to politics to technology to movies/television, and of course, to fashion! The roller coaster ride 
of sewing’s popularity will continue to vary in the future as exemplified by the past. Just as fashion trends 
change, sewing trends change to keep up with the pace of seasons, styles, and social influences. 

  

When I was growing up, sewing at home was a common avocation or hobby. I was fortunate to have a mother 
who sewed beautifully; who applied her perfectionistic skills to teach me the “right way” to sew. I sewed my first 
doll jacket by hand at the age of four. By the age of 14, I was sewing clothing for myself; and by 18, I was 
sewing professionally on a small scale. The love of sewing was instilled in me from an early age, and I pursued a 
fashion design major in college, and a career path that has allowed me to continue to thrive on my passion for 
this “sport.” 

  

Most students attending fashion studies in high schools and colleges today have not had a home-sewing 
experience. As instructors, we find that many of them are fearful of the sewing machine initially. In addition, 
they have had limited exposure to “hands-on” work with crafts or similar applications where they must use their 
hands to control the movement of fabric during sewing. Hand-sewing is another unique challenge for many, 
since needles and thread are small, delicate items to hold and control. Forget about thimbles for awhile! Either 
the fingernails are too long to wear one, or it feels too confining to be practical. Likewise with sports, it takes 
time for students to adapt to the commitments that will help them play a sport well. In time, fashionable 
fingernails will exist in shorter lengths for those who discover a passion for sewing. Excelling with their latest 
sewn fashion creation will be like winning the game. 

  

Class instruction for beginners actually starts with students sewing on the machine with NO thread, and simply 
guiding the machine needle over lines on a paper that are curved or squared for movement practice. The next 
step is teaching them to no longer watch the needle movement, but to guide the fabric along the 5/8 “ line, 
which we mark with painter’s tape to be easily visible. Most students can handle winding thread onto bobbins 
and also threading the machine, but bobbin cases are not user-friendly. I see students tilting the entire machine 
at dangerous angles to be able to reach and see the bobbin case area beneath. Successfully inserting a bobbin 
case takes a lot of practice, and sometimes results in them yanking-out the delicate case, causing breakage; 
which is a costly replacement bill instead of a minor repair! Learning any sport has its’ own challenges to 
become familiar with equipment and to practice the techniques involved. Sewing is no different in this sense. 

  

Samples of fabrics and seam techniques are introduced to help students gain confidence and an understanding 
of the sewing machine functions. Starting and stopping, and stitching in forward and reverse, require repeated 
use to master. The lucky students are those who are working on machines that have a speed control gauge! 
Look out, however, when it is time for the demo on how to serge the edge of a seam allowance. Any prior skill 
with guiding fabric disappears immediately, and the apprehension for beginners with a lack of speed control is 
comparable to the 9th inning of a baseball game when the bases are loaded and there are only 3 strikes allowed 
with a bat as balls are speeding toward them. 

  

Appropriate straight pins for sewing are an important topic for discussion. When I learned to sew, we only had 
the short, steel-head pins available; or the longer, “T” versions of them more frequently used with thicker fabrics 
for tailoring. Today (much to my dismay), I see quilting pins used in the classroom by some instructors; because 
they are longer, more durable, and easier to grasp with large or clumsy fingers when removing them to sew a 
seam. I have mentioned the advantages, but there are far more disadvantages in my opinion. Quilting pins were 
created to aid the quilting process, not the clothing-sewing process. They have larger shafts that are very sharp, 
and I’m not the only person to learn that they draw blood when you reach for them in a pin box. The larger 
shafts also leave larger holes in fabric, which is clearly not a professional result. The worst feature is that they 
are extremely difficult to place in and out of fabric with a 1/8” length to properly secure a seam. Then, there is 
the need to re-train students at a later date to use smaller pins in order to improve their sewing results, when 
they could have struggled through from the beginning to learn the “right way” to pin for sewing. 
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The Sport of Fashionable Sewing (Continued)  

Years later, I discovered that there is no exact “right way” to sew, just as there is no exact “right way” to play 
football or basketball. That designation resides in the opinions of those of us who do so (sew) professionally with 
superb results. There are often multiple methods for achieving a feature on a garment; such as zipper 
installations, hems, pockets, buttonholes, facings, and so on. There are new tools, new products, and always 
new techniques to learn that keep sewing alive for those of us who are inspired by it. My career role now keeps 
me alert to new methods that can produce greater results, shorten the time involved, reduce the cost, and serve 
the purpose for a longer time. Sounds like a solid coaching philosophy as well! 

  

One of my most surprising observations of students learning to sew, is how quickly they forget everything that 
was carefully demonstrated to them with fabric layouts. In addition to learning beginning sewing, apparently 
they also need to learn beginning laundering. They can’t be expected to pre-wash their fabric when they don’t 
know how to operate a washing machine! When it comes time to lay out their fabric, it appears to have spent 
the past week “wadded up” in a bag, and of course they love the color and pattern so much that it always 
appears on top with wrong-sides-together. Pinning becomes a test to see if they can use all the pins in their box, 
and placement is like lining up to kick a football---all in a row. Except that they place the pins end-to-end along 
the perimeter of a pattern piece, causing all kinds of bunched fabric areas in the center. I do my best to steer 
them back to a zone defense as in basketball. Placing the pins from the center facing outward at strategic points 
(corners and curves) of the pattern can be much more effective in keeping the fabric smooth and flat for cutting. 
I must also remind them to pin outward at every notch. The 3-point line and the free-throw line are there for a 
reason, and so are the pattern notches when playing the sewing game. 

 

“We have come a long way, baby!” as the saying goes. Patterns are abundant today for all kinds of fashionable 
garments, accessories, home goods, costumes, and more. Sizes have shifted to accommodate more figure types 
and physiques. It is more common to find both men and women learning sewing skills to create clothing for 
themselves, or to pursue potential fashion careers in design. Fabric technologies have surpassed expectations 
with productions of new blends and fabric effects. Computer technology has updated sewing machines to 
provide greater ease in the construction process and a multitude of stitch patterns that are enticing selling 
features but seldom used for fashionable sewing. Sergers are available for home use at reasonable prices to 
further expedite the production time and professionalize the appearance of home-sewn clothing. This is an 
exciting time for the sewing industry! 

  

Believe it or not, like sporting events, sewing has always been exciting for me. We all know the gratification of 
walking through the fabric store, noticing what fabrics catch our eye, and reaching out to touch them. We 
compare textures, thicknesses, stretch-ability, surface qualities, colors and patterns without even thinking as we 
accept or reject them for our next project. Keep me away from the remnant racks, because I will soon be lost in 
the comparison of leftover pieces that I might merge for an amazing creation. I could spend all day in a fabric 
store! After going through fabrics and being side-tracked at the remnant rack; there are all the pattern books to 
peruse and different clothing categories to compare for style similarities until I narrow down the potentials and 
select a “winner” for my game. There is no greater excitement for those of us who sew, than to find what we 
believe is the right pattern, the right fabric, the right buttons, and whatever thread and notions we need to 
compile our latest fashion masterpiece!  

  

Then, to enhance the experience, we get to ponder the sewing process of our upcoming project as we wait in 
line to purchase our selections. The wait will be worth it though, because we have one or more discount 
coupons on hand that will save us money, and increase our satisfaction that we are getting a bargain over the 
retail store clothing options; and our garment will have a customized fit without doing alterations like the ready-
mades require. After making the purchase, we exit with great intentions of starting our project right away! On a 
good day, it is a dream come true when I can sew away the time. Then, sometimes; life gives me other 
priorities and the project becomes postponed for a time. No worries, though. I have another pattern and fabric 
and notions that I bought last year that I can make instead for the new season of my sport. In fact, I have a 
stack of those projects so I can now have fun going through them to decide which one I’m going to make first! 
If you’ll excuse me, I’m going to my sewing room to spend a little time on memory lane. Just watch for me to 
emerge with a fashionable, customized, winning look. After all, I LOVE to play this game! 
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Support Your Local ASG Through Amazon Smiles 

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to the Phoenix Chapter of 
the American Sewing Guild when you sign up at org.amazon.com and select 
American Sewing Guild, EIN 86-0942412. It is easy to sign up, and by selecting 
our organization, a portion of each eligible AmazonSmile purchase you make at 
Amazon.com will be donated to the guild.  Visit org.amazon.com to access tools to 
help you spread the word! 

Free For ASG Members 
 

Sign into the ASG National Website at www.asg.org and  

log into the members only area for  

FREE Online Video Classes 
 

 Sewing Techniques 

 Pattern Drafting 

 Beginning Machine Embroidery 

 Serging, and MORE…. 

GroupWorks 

ASG uses an app called GroupWorks to share ASG events and activities. GroupWorks provides a way for online 

sharing, to keep everyone informed and up to date, as well as share photos, videos, ideas, and information.  The site 

is very cell phone friendly. 

If you are not enrolled in GroupWorks and would like to join, please contact us at jcphxasg@gmail.com   You will 

receive an email with a link to Sign in.  Click on the blue letters in the email (that’s the computer link).  This will take 

you to the Sign-in page where you will change the temporary password (in the email) for one of your choosing.  

Let Me Sew 
Oh the weather outside is frightful 

But my fabric so delightful 

And since I’ve no place to go 

Let me sew, Let me sew, Let me sew! 

 

I don’t see signs of stopping 

And my ideas' are popping 

Unless my stash gets down low 

Let me sew, Let me sew, Let me sew. 

 

 

When I finally get set at night 

And my blocks are cut out right 

I won’t have to go out in the storm 

So I’m making a quilt that is warm. 

 

The fire is slowly dying 

And I’m not out a buying 

But as long as I love to sew 

Let me sew! Let me sew! Let me sew! 

 

Submitted by Judy Sharp 

org.amazon.com
org.amazon.com
http://www.asg.org
mailto:www.jcphxasg@gmail.com?subject=Ramona%20Membership%20Chair
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Jan Frustaglia      505.301.0868 
Alterations, Clothing Construction, Adult Sewing Instruction - Tempi area.     
jfrustag@gmail.com 

Member Services Directory 
 
This is provided as a service to Phoenix Chapter members who teach sewing or offer related services.  
 
Members who would like to be included should contact the Newsletter Editor at         
newslettereditor.phxasg@gmail.com 

Do you operate a local sewing related business? 
 

We are looking for talent in the sewing field to sponsor classes for ASG members.  If you live in the Phoenix 

metro area and would like to hold classes for the Phoenix Chapter ASG,  please contact us. 

 
Send your information to: jcphxasg@gmail.com or  ritaphxasg@gmail.com 

Sign up for our weekly email                                         

at Mulqueen.com                                                          

For Coupons, Upcoming Events,                                   

Classes and Special Sales 

Phoenix Chapter 

mailto:jfrustag@gmail.com
mailto:newslettereditor.phxasg@gmail.com?subject=Member%20Services%20Directory
mailto:jcphxasg@gmail.com
mailto:ritaphxasg@gmail.com
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*** Rusty Barn *** 

 

26th Annual Phoenix 
Quilt, Craft, & Sewing 

Festival 

At the Arizona State Fairgrounds 
(Parking Entrance 17th Ave & McDowel Rd) 

Jan 30 & 31, Feb 1, 2020 

 

*** Visit the ASG Booth*** 

#831 in Green Building 

 

Sew Far Sew Good  is the quarterly newsletter of The Phoenix 
Chapter of the American Sewing Guild.  Newsletters are e-mailed  
prior to issue date.  If you have requested a Web Newsletter you 
will be sent an e-mail with a link to the Chapter Website. We      
welcome sewing related articles, ads, photos, comments, book  
reviews, project instructions, hints and ideas. All contributions are 
subject to approval and editing. 
 
Ads should be submitted in MS Word or Publisher format.   
Electronic/digital photos should be a minimum of 260 dpi. 
Advertising rate for 1/2 page ad is zero per month if Retailer 
allows Groups to meet on a monthly basis for a year. 

Newsletter Retailer Advertising Rates  
         Payment must accompany ad request. 
         Discount:  4 or more consecutive ads - 5% off 

          Single Issue      Full Year    
Business Card         $  20    $  76   
1/4 page         $  35    $133   
1/2 page         $  70    $266   
Full Page         $105    $399   
Pre-printed Insert  8 1/2 X 11    call for quote  

Member Classified Ads:  
   Members  Sewing related ads, 40 words or less, are free to 
members. A picture may be included.   
   Members Business sewing related ads may be placed for  $5 
  for 40 words or less.  Each additional word is $.15/word. 

Newsletter Deadlines 
     Issue                                                     Deadline  
    January/February/March  ………………..Due December 15th 
    April/May/June…..………………………. .Due March 15th 
    July/August/September............................Due June 15th 
   October/November/December…..............Due September 15th 
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   Do you know of other area retailers that 

offer ASG discounts? If so, please let  the 

Newsletter Editor know so we can feature 

those discounts in our next newsletter. 

     On a search for that special sewing 

product, book or service? Check first with 

our Sponsors and  with these companies 

who support ASG. 

The Sewin Asylum 

www.sewinasylum.com 

10% discount on all merchandise 

10500 W. Bell Rd , Sun City                             
623.398.6235  

 
 
Viking Sewing Gallery 

15% off non-sale items 
10% off software  (no upgrades) 

 
Ultimate Sewing Place 
5138 West Northern Ave      Glendale 
 623.937.2293 

 
Following located inside Joann Stores 
8195 West Bell Road                     Peoria 

623.486.9223 
5021 East Ray Road                    Phoenix 

480.940.5252 
21001 North Tatum Blvd              Phoenix 

480.419.7749 
965  South Gilbert Rd # 10              Mesa 

480.892.9037 
1717 North Dysart Road           Avondale 

623.536.1706 
2753 South Market Street             Gilbert 

480.722.1510  
21238 South Ellsworth Rd Queen Creek 

480.987.7826 

www.vikingsewinggalley.com 

Merchant Discounts for ASG Members 

The following businesses have extended discounts to ASG Members.  
Check the list for the discount rate offered.  Please present your current ASG 
membership card at the time of purchase.    

       

35th Ave - Sew & Vac 

www.35thavesewandvac.com 

15% off non-sale items 

3548 W.  Northern Ave., 

Phoenix        

602.841.5427 

 
4939 W  Ray Rd, Chandler 
480.961.7363                                    
 
12213 NW Grand Ave, El 
Mirage                   
623.583.007   
 
 
Bernina Connection 

www.berninaconnection.com 

10% off non-sale items 

4219 E. Indian School Rd            

Phoenix     602.553.8350   

       
 

Mulqueen Sewing Centers  

 www.mulqueenssewing.com 

15% off non-sale items 

 

 Mesa 

 3716 East Main Street                     
 480.545.0778 
 
 Tempe 
 8725 S Kyrene Rd. 
 480-963-4004 
 
 Glendale  
 7838 North 59th Ave                    
 623.934.0084 
 
 
 

Sewing Guild Discounts! 

One benefit of your ASG membership 

is discounts at ASG Retail Partners.  

Often the member discount is 10 % on 

non-sale items, and retailers reserve 

the right to impose sales minimums. 

We’re delighted to have the support of 

so many local, independent as well as 

nationally recognized sewing and fiber 

art retailers.  When you shop, please 

let the retailer know that you          

appreciate their service and selection. 

Don’t forget to support your local 

retailers offering ASG Discounts! 

 

FOR SALE BY MEMBERS  

 

Pfaff (Smart) Felting Machine   I've had it for several years, used it 3 or 4 
times. Just not my thing. Someone should have it and have fun with it. $200 
OBO. Merrianne Geisdorf  480-225-0720 

 

Dress Form for sale. In great condition, it has the hemming feature, all 
adjustable. $100 OBO. I live in Prescott Valley but will deliver both items to 
the valley.  Merrianne Geisdorf  480-225-0720 

 

Janome Cover Stitch Machine  Includes instruction book and several extra 
attachments.  Seldom used.  Lists at around $600 on Ebay.  Best offer as 
close to that as possible appreciated.  Judy Sharp  480-461-3699  

 

http://www.sewinasylum.com
http://www.vikingsewinggalley.com
http://www.35thavesewandvac.com
http://www.berninaconnection.com
http://www.mulqueenssewing.com
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Phoenix Chapter - American Sewing Guild 
P.O. Box 1024                                   
Scottsdale, AZ  85252  

Advancing Sewing as  
an Art and Life Skill”   

  American Sewing Guild Mission Statement 

Sew Far Sew Good 
Official Newsletter of the Phoenix Chapter 

American Sewing Guild 


